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GERMAN E 


LECTIONS 


T HE German elections resulted much 

more favorably for the moderate 
parties than was feared. Though there 
was a distinct reaction towards the ex- 
treme left, the Communists nearly quad- 
rupling their number from 18 to 62 seats, 
and towards the conservative Nationalist 
Party which increased its seats from 71 
to 96, there is still the probability of the 
“Big Coalition” controlling the Reichs- 
tag in support of the “policy of fulfill- 
ment.” This coalition is made up of the 
Socialists with 100 seats, the Democrats 
with 25, the Centrist Party with 62, the 
Peoples’ Party with 44, a total of 231 
votes. There is even a chance that the 
Nationalists may be represented in a min- 
istry pledged to the acceptance of the 
Dawes Report. The most hopeful result 
of the election was the miserable show- 
ing of the Peoples Freedom Party (V6l- 
kisch), the party of Ludendorff and Hitt- 
ler, made up of those irreconcilably op- 
posed to the Dawes Report and frankly 
committed to a policy of revenge. Despite 
a spectacular, noisy, and vituperative 
campaign, these jingoes elected only 32 
members. 


All students of the electoral returns 
agree that the main issue was the Dawes 
Report and that the reasonableness of 
the experts’ proposals alone saved the 
moderate parties from a crushing de- 
feat. Had Chancellor Marx and his as- 
sociates had a few more weeks in which 
to explain more fully to the country the 
details of the experts’ proposals, a more 
decisive vote in favor of carrying out all 
of the provisions of the plan would proba- 
bly have been recorded. 


As yet, however, there can be no cer- 
tainty as to just the form which the new 
Government will take. Much will de- 


pend upon the attitude of the Socialists 
and almost as much upon that of the 
moderate Nationalists who during the 
latter stages of the campaign very per- 
ceptibly qualified their hostility to the 
Dawes Report. The chances are more 
than even that irrespective of the party 
or personal make-up of the new Cabinet, 
it will endeavor to secure from the 
Reichstag whatever legislation may be 
essential to put the plan into operation. 
The greatest difficulty will arise in con- 
nection with certain required constitu- 
tional changes which will necessitate the 
two-thirds vote. 

World public opinion now waits on the 
results of the French elections next Sun- 
day. 

J. G. McD. 


Shall The Irreconcilables Triumph? 


MERICAN public opinion, at least 

so far as it is vocal, overwhelmingly 
demands the prompt adherence by our 
government to the protocol of signature 
of the Permanent Court of International 
Justice on the conditions formulated by 
Secretary Hughes, vigorously champion- 
ed by President Harding and approved 
by President Coolidge. The hearings of 
April 30 and May 1 before the sub-com- 
mittee of the Senate Committee on For- 
eign Relations indisputably prove this 
fact. Yet the inspired despatches from 
Washington in the papers of May 5 with 
singular unanimity announce that the Re- 
publican majority of the Senate does not 
now propose to act favorably on the rec- 
ommendations of the Secretary of State 
and the President. The Republican lead- 
ers appear to have surrendered com- 
pletely to the small but militant group 
opposed to even this mild and innocuous 
form of cooperation with the rest of the 
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world. Failing aggressive leadership 
from President Coolidge, which on this 
issue is not expected, only an aroused 
public opinion such as made the Wash- 
ington Conference a success will be suf- 
ficient to secure the United States’ ad- 
herence to the Court before the Novem- 
ber elections. The groups which organ- 
ized the recent hearing are redoubling 
their efforts to secure this action. Mr. 
James G. McDonald is continuing as 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments. 


The Administration Surrendering 


LTHOUGH no definite decision has 

been announced, unofficial intima- 
tions have been given that President 
Coolidge will accept the principle of ab- 
solute Japanese exclusion as embodied 
by recent bills passed by the House and 
Senate. He is expected, however, to se- 
cure slight modifications of phraseology 
which may be interpreted as saving Ja- 
pan’s pride and incidentally the Admin- 
istration’s face. 


Intervention In Cuba 


HE Washington Administration, fol- 

lowing the example set in the case 
of the recent rebellion against President 
Obregon in Mexico, has, in a similar case 
of rebellion in Cuba against President 
Zayas, announced the establishment of 
an embargo against the shipment of arms 
to the rebels. This action is, as in the 
case of Mexico, coupled with the decision 
to supply from the government stores a 
limited quantity of munitions and sup- 
plies to the Cuban authorities. These 
actions constitute in fact, though per- 
haps not technically, intervention in Cu- 
ban affairs. Whether they are as justi- 
fiable as in the case of Mexico depends 
upon circumstances which the news, as 
reported in the press, has not made 
wholly clear. 


Warren’s Good Sense 


MBASSADOR WARREN, in an ad- 

dress on April 29 at a dinner given 
in his honor by the members of the 
American colony in Mexico City, offered 
to his hosts excellent and much-needed 
advice. He reminded his fellow Ameri- 
cans that they should think of themselves 
in Mexico as “‘invited guests” and added, 
“We all should be good residents in 
Mexico when we are here, desiring to 
help and not to hinder.” Those who 
know the attitude of many Americans in 
Mexico towards any government which 
happens to be in power there will recog- 
nize in Warren’s statement a merited re- 
buke to those of our fellow citizens who 
during the last ten years have dispar- 
aged every Mexican effort at self-gov- 
ernment or economic rehabilitation. 
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Snowden’s Triumph N 
RITISH Labor decisively strengthened @ ~ 

its position last week and the Chan. 7. 
cellor of the Exchequer, Philip Snowden, ™ © 
gained an enormous personal triumph 9 


through the introduction of the budget 
for 1924. Mr. Snowden’s presentation 
was brilliant. His estimates of receipts 
and expenditures evoked warm praise 
from all parties. The Conservatives re. 
joiced in Labor’s determination to main. 
tain unimpaired the British credit. The —- 
Liberals were jubilant at what they call. 
ed a free trade budget. The Labor mem. 
bers were pleased with the reduction of 
taxes on such articles of food as tea, 
sugar and coffee. The chances of the” 
Liberal Party’s openly breaking with La. 7% 
bor now have either been altogether re._ 
moved or at least very greatly dimin. 
ished. 


Institute of Politics 


The Fourth Session of the Institute of 
Politics at Williamstown, Mass., will be! 
held from July 31 to August 29. Accord.| 
ing to the latest announcement the pro- 
gram offers the following Round-table 
Conferences: 


Population and Related Problems: Henry 
Pratt Fairchild, New York University. 

Political Factors in Europe Today: Sidney 
Bradshaw Fay, Smith College. 

The Conflict of Laws and International 
Trade: Arthur K. Kuhn, New York City. 

Problems of Foreign Relationships With 
China: John Van Antwerp MacMurray, De- 
partment of State, Washington, D. C. 

Inter-American Relations: The Elements 
of a Constructive Pan-American Policy. Leo 
S. Rowe, Director General, Pan-American 
Union, Washington, D. C. 

The League of Nations: Sir J. Arthur 
Salter, Geneva. 

Problems of Political Theory: Sir Paul 
Vinogradoff, Oxford University, England. 

The Financial Rehabilitation of Europe: 
Allyn Abbott Young, Harvard University. 


The lecture courses will be announced 
later. For further information address 
Institute of Politics, Williamstown, Mass. 


Duty to Civilization, by FRANCIS NIEL 
SON (Huebsch, 1923). The animated 
discussion now taking place in this) 
country and abroad among the scholars, 
as to the causes of the war, gives new 
interest to this volume which was 
among the very first to question the 
dogma of the sole responsibility of Ger- 
many for the war. 

Ways to Peace, with a preface by EDWARD 
W. BOK and an introduction by ESTHER 
EVERETT LAPE (Scribner’s, 1924). This 
volume, containing twenty of the most 
representative plans submitted in the 
Bok Peace Plan contest, supplies clear- 
ly a cross-section of American public 
opinion. Miss Lape’s introduction is 4 
brilliant analysis of the elements of 
weakness and of strength in the thou: 
sands of plans submitted. 
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